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Mary Meany '83 appointed Dean of Career Services
Maija Anstine

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Mary Meany ’83 has joined the
Career Center staff as the new
dean of career services.
As dean of career services, Meany’s responsibilities will
include directing initiatives to, as
Meany described, “provide services which support the relationship between academic planning
and career planning within a liberal arts environment.” Meany will
also work to promote internships,
pre-professional advising, scholarships and fellowships, graduate
and professional school and job
placement.
Meany continued, “In addition, I am working with [the Office
of Alumni and Constituency
Engagement] and the Development
teams and faculty to foster relationships with alumni to identify networking opportunities, outreach events and programs to
assist in life after Lawrence.”
The position “dean of career
services” was established to bring,
according to Meany, “greater strategic focus to work being done to
help students prepare for life after

Lawrence and to further integrate
alumni into our outreach events
and programs.”
Additionally, Meany will work
with Associate Vice President
of Alumni and Constituency
Engagement Mark Breseman ’78 to
connect current students to alumni in the business world through
the Lawrence Scholars in Business
program.
Adam Galambos, assistant professor of economics and faculty
advisor for Lawrence Scholars in
Business, said, “The inside perspectives, the career information
[students] get at [LSB] events complement perfectly the liberal education they receive in our courses. As a result, they make better
informed career decisions, get better internships, and more satisfying jobs.”
Meany noted that ongoing
goals of the Career Center include
“increasing and maintaining partnerships with alumni in order to
provide opportunities for students
through internships, shadow experiences and full-time jobs.”
Through the addition of her
position, Meany mentioned that
“students will continue to have

increased opportunities to explore
career choices.”
Previously, Meany lived in
Connecticut, working in financial
services out of New York. Her
career has consisted of a variety of
positions in the human resources
field. The Career Services position
brings her back to the Midwest
once more.
“I am excited to [be] back at
my alma mater!” Meany said.
The Career Center is located in
the Seeley G. Mudd Library, offering access to internships and job
placement, among other services
including the “What can I do with
this Major?” program and help on
constructing a resumé.
Meany joins a team of five staff
members, as well as six student
workers.
According to their website,
“the Career Center provides a
comprehensive program of career
development, experiential learning, graduate school resources and
on-campus recruiting that reflects
a developmental philosophy of self
assessment, occupational assessment and career implementation
in the context of the liberal arts
and sciences.”
Photo provided

New crosswalk Campus districts elect new representatives to LUCC
safety
measures in
question
Fanny Lau

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Nick Paulson

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Due to increased concern over
pedestrian safety on the College
Avenue crosswalks, the City of
Appleton is considering replacing
the crosswalks in front of the conservatory and Plantz Hall with a
single crosswalk in front of the
chapel. This new crosswalk would
have a pedestrian operated stoplight.
This would — in the opinion of
campus authorities — significantly disrupt foot traffic in the area
as the proposed location for the
new crosswalk does not align with
any of the current walking paths
on campus. Visiting Professor of
Education Robert Beck noted, “The
city’s option, [the administration]
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The Lawrence University
Community Council welcomed
14 new district representatives Monday to the first General
Council meeting of the year.
LUCC
President,
junior
Johnathan R. Vanko, noted, “We are
very pleased because we received
many applications for LUCC positions, and over 500 people came
out to vote. We are thrilled for this
term, and the district representatives are also very excited.”
One of the district representatives, freshman Christine
Colascione, joined LUCC because
she “wanted to be a resource for
people.” An anthropology and psychology double major with a minor
in philosophy, Colascione felt that
her past leadership positions in
high school prepared her well for
representing District Six, which
includes Sage Hall, the Outdoor
Recreation Club house, the
Sustainable Lawrence University
Garden house and the Phi Tau fraternity house.
Colascione’s fellow district
representative, ORC resident and
sophomore Inanna Craig-Morse,

noted that she aspires to “learn
how to work with people to create
policies, as well as effect change.”
She is also eager to learn the process of allocating funds as a member of Finance Committee. CraigMorse is currently a government
and economics double major, with
the hopes of designing her own
major in “Sustainable International
Development.”
Across College Avenue, sophomore Jasmine Winters commented that she “wants to see if [she]
can connect Plantz Hall and the
small houses with little get-togethers.” Winters is a representative
of District Three, which includes
Plantz Hall and all residences
north of College Avenue. As an
active member of Colman Hall’s
Hall Council last year, Winters
“decided that LUCC was the next
step.”
Winters is not alone in planning events for her district this
early in the term; sophomore
Kenneth Henry is also keen on
“building a sense of community” in
District Five, or the Quadrangle. He
is hoping to overcome the diversity
of the quadrangle houses with a
barbecue specifically for quad residents each term.
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Colascione,
Craig-Morse,
Winters and Henry are just a few
of the many members that represent a well-led, student-run organization. Each expects to have a role
in changing their districts for the
better and intends to directly benefit their constituents.
Prior to entering Lawrence,
sophomore Sarah Jane Rennick
noted that she “did not realize
that Lawrence’s campus life was so
student-run. From Honor Council
to LUCC, the students seem have
an incredible amount of power.”
Rennick, a recent transfer student, compared Lawrence’s community council to her former
school’s. Said Rennick, “I hardly
knew that University of WisconsinFox Valley’s student government
existed, and more faculty were
involved than students.” Rennick
and sophomore Sam Clary represent District One, which includes
Colman Hall, Brokaw Hall and residences off campus.
Sophomore Jack Canfield,
District Two representative
of Ormsby Hall and Hiett Hall,
shared a similar admiration of
LUCC. “LUCC is not just some
club because everyone is a part
of it,” Canfield said. “In fact, the

only faculty member on Finance
Committee is not even allowed to
vote.”
Canfield also anticipated getting conservatory students more
involved in LUCC because he noted
that currently he is the only conservatory student on the council.
Pablo Galván Tello, Canfield’s
fellow representative, revealed
that not only students from other
stateside schools were surprised
by LUCC’s student leadership; he
had never even heard of a student
government before he came to
Lawrence from Mexico.
Concluded Galván Tello, "By
dreaming of a better future for
Lawrence together, we want to
make all your wildest dreams
come true."
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A Lawrentian’s spec
on all things tech

New ways
to use
your
keyboard
Chelsea Giguere

for The Lawrentian
____________________________________

While the hope is that you're
not like the prospie last week who
said, “I only use my computer for
Facebook,” it's highly unlikely that
you're utilizing it to its full potential. Notably, you may not be using
your computer to make your life
easier in some key ways.
You probably already know
that keyboard shortcuts are a huge
time savers. Even the most computer-illiterate will find the concept of copy and paste shortcuts
very helpful. On a Mac, to copy
something such as text, a file or an
image you've selected, you must
hold down the “command” key,
hit the “c” key and then let go. To
paste what you just copied, hold
down the “command” key, and
then hit the “v” key. To do the
same thing on a PC, hold down the
“control” (ctrl) key instead of the
command key.
Also helpful when working
with text, select all can be done
with “command +a” for Macs and
“ctrl +a” — hold down the first key
mentioned and then tap the second button. The “+” is a spacer for
ease of formatting. When “cutting”
items, a function which allows you
to remove the selected item or text
from its current location, and pasting it to a new location with the
“paste” command, use “command
+x” for macs and “ctrl +x” for PCs.
Even slightly more advanced
users may not be aware of different searching shortcuts. To search
in any text document, you may be
able to use “ctrl +f” on a PC. This
will bring up a search box where
you can type the text you're looking for.
The ability to move around
word-by-word in text is done on a
PC by holding the “ctrl” key, and
then striking the arrow keys —
right for right one word, left for
left one word.
If you're trying to find a particular directory in windows, you'll
find “windows +e” useful. This
brings up the Windows Explorer,
which accesses all of the different
directories on your computer. You
can get to My Documents, Desktop,
Program Files and essentially anywhere else via this method. A similar option on Macs is “shift + command + h,” which brings up your
Home Folder. You can navigate
from there.
Once you start using keyboard
shortcuts, it's hard to go back. It's
so much easier than right clicking
and choosing an option or navigating through the file menus to find
an action for what you want.
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The secret lives of our profs:

Megan Pickett, Associate Professor of Physics and Chair of
Gender Studies
Rachel Young

Staff Writer
________________________________

Associate Professor of physics Megan Pickett was born in
Madison, Wisconsin. She lived in
Kansas City, Missouri, Detroit,
Michigan, Denver, Colorado and
San Diego, California all before
getting her undergraduate degree
in physics at Cornell University in
Ithaca, New York. She then went
on to get her Ph.D. in astrophysics at the University of Indiana
in Bloomington. Following graduate school, she worked at NASA’s
Ames Research Center for four
years, and came to Lawrence
University in 2006. She teaches
physics, and is also the chair of
the gender studies department at
Lawrence.
RY: Where are you from?
MP: The question about
where I’m from is always a longer
answer than people expect. My
dad says that you are from where
you learned to drive, so I’m from
San Diego. However, I was born in
Madison, so I guess I’ve returned
to Wisconsin.
RY: Did you start working
at NASA right out of graduate
school?
MP: Yes, I worked in their
Ames Research Center, which is in
Mountain View, California. I lived
in Berkeley, and stupidly commuted from Berkeley to Mountain
View, which was 50 miles in
California traffic. I wouldn’t recommend it. If you hit rush hour,
that was a three-hour commute.
I love being able to walk to work
now.
RY: Was the commute worth
it?
MP: Oh, definitely! I would
say anyone who wants to be an
astronomer wants to work for
NASA at some point. Have you
ever watched “Mythbusters”?
Well, sometimes they will do
some of their experiments in the
big aircraft hanger at NASA, and

that’s close to where NASA Ames
is. It was pretty cool.
My office for four years was in
the Space Sciences research laboratory, which was at the edge of
the NASA Ames runway. The first
year I was there, they were doing
U-2 spy plane launches that have
been adapted for research. Those
things take off at like a 45-degree
angle, and because they are so
loud they call them launches.
I was wondering my first year
why I had the office I had. After
all, I was just a postgraduate
student, and I had this beautiful
office overlooking the bay. Well,
when they had the first launch
for the U-2’s, they didn’t warn us.
Everything rattled off my desk
because it was the window closest
to the runway, and I got to see the
plane take off.
RY: Have you always wanted
to teach?
MP: Yes, I always knew I wanted to teach, so I knew I couldn’t
stay at NASA. After four years
I started looking for positions.
That brought me to the Chicago
area, where I worked for a branch
campus of Purdue University,
Purdue Calumet, for six years. I
was the program chair there for
the physics program, and tenured
and everything, but then I saw the
ad for the position at Lawrence.
It was too perfect to pass
up. I remember coming back to
Chicago after the interview and
thinking “Don’t let Lawrence be
the thing that breaks my heart,”
because I so wanted the position. I love it here. I love my colleagues, I love my students and
there is so much I love about
this place. I feel like I’m getting
my own liberal arts education
now because of all of the diverse
things I can do here, and the fact
that I get to interact with colleagues who have so many different interests too.
RY: What do you like to do
for fun?
MP: Well, I like to run. I was a

Photo by Nhi Nguyen

runner when I was a post doc, and
then I just stopped because I got
busy, and I’m so glad I’ve picked it
up again. I just ran my first marathon, the Fox Cities Marathon. I
trained with [Assistant Professor
of English] Garth Bond for 18
weeks to prepare. I cramped up at
mile 24, but I finished! A couple
of my friends, other professors
here, were waiting for me at mile
25, and they ran in with me. My
time was 4:00:03, which was basically my goal, so I’m pretty happy.
I’m also part of the faculty
running club. We do the Door
County Half Marathon every year,
and we also do either the half or
the full Fox Cities Marathon. We
have also just started this cross-

country challenge with Beloit,
Ripon and Lake Forest. We did
some ladder repeats today to prepare for speed! Our competition
is this Saturday.
I also play soccer with the
faculty team, and cycle too. I just
did the Door County Century the
week before the marathon. Before
that I hadn’t been on a bike since
I was 13! Besides all of these
active things, I like online games,
especially World of Warcraft. I’ve
been known to have World of
Warcraft up while students are
taking exams, with the volume
low. I also like to read, nonfiction
mostly, and I do some cartooning
and writing as well.

Recognizing a strong sisterhood
Tammy Tran

Features Editor
____________________________________

Beta Psi Nu is a predominately
African American sorority founded
on the basis of Christian values. It
was established in fall of 2009 in
the Wisconsin region as an extension of Beta Sigma Omega fraternity. While predominately African
American, the sorority is open to
all races and religions. The organization embraces the idea of uplifting and empowering woman coming from all walks of life through
service, leadership and dedication
to the greater good of maintaining
sisterhood.
For two years, the women of
Beta Psi Nu at Lawrence University
have been striving to become
an official sorority under the
Panhallenic Council. According to

A profile of Beta Psi Nu

founder/president, Arriel “Azati”
Williams, the sorority has been
struggling to gain recognition. “We
were told we couldn’t be a part of
the Panhallenic Council because
we are not a national organization,” shares Williams. “Policy says
[Lawrence] can only recognize
national sororities and fraternities. ”
Said founder/vice president
Ashley Dowdy, “We’re frustrated
to a certain degree. We know it’s
not in the policies [to recognize us
as a sorority], but I feel there are
things that can be done to change
that.”
To date, the students of Beta
Psi Nu have met with the Campus
Life and President’s office. Both
parties were unable to comment
on the issue because the last
time they met with sorority was
last year and have not heard of

renewed efforts by the group this
year.
“There’s so much more we can
offer to this campus, as opposed
to take away,” said Williams.
“Lawrence’s mission implies individualized learning — that you
build and shape the community based on what you want academically but what about socially.
College is a time to network if you
haven’t, and blossom socially.”
Williams continued, “Students
should not be limited to either of
those things. Individualized learning is about cultivating your community, but we don’t feel that fullscale. We want to make a difference, we need to, and we will continue to strive for recognition so
that other students coming behind
us will feel that they have options
within the Lawrence community.”
Although Beta Psi Nu has not

been recognized, they are continuing to work towards building a firm and sustainable foundation and sisterhood. Although
the sorority has not been able
to acquire recognition, they have
been active and growing.
The Beta Psi Nu sorority is
constitutionally bound with their
brothers Beta Sigma Omega, and
participates in a wide range of
events with them. To date, there
are seven members of Beta Psi Nu
on the Lawrence Campus, five of
which just crossed this term.
“Everyday, we go on and thrive
as if we are recognized. We want to
be recognized,” says Williams. “But
we’re not going to step on anyone
else’s toes to do so. We want to do
this professionally and respectfully to get to that point. But yes, we
want this. ”
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fine dining in Appleton

RESTAURANT REVIEW:
Will Doreza

Associate News Editor
____________________________________

The ethnic restaurants in
Appleton, for students from larger cities, are pretty few and far
between. It’s easy, though, to
include Appleton as one of the
Wisconsin cities that has a relatively diverse selection of quality
restaurants.
In my humble journey across
the culinary landscape of Appleton,
I have not yet found an ethnic
culinary experience in town that
has impressed me more than the
Mediterranean fare at Apollon.
Located a block from College
Avenue on Appleton Street — an
easy walk from campus — the
small and difficult-to-notice restaurant hardly impresses from
the street. The interior, howev-

er, adorned with white and blue
tablecloths, fine tableware and wall
murals, makes a far better impression.
The atmosphere is simple and
intimate. The restaurant does not
make an obvious effort to create
frivolous elegance, yet it retains
sophistication and class. The servers are welcoming, friendly and
unobtrusive.
My guest and I enjoyed excellent house-made bread and baba
ganouche — a Lebanese hummus-like condiment made with
mashed eggplant. We then ordered
Saganaki, a baked cheese dish
impressively finished tableside
with flaming brandy and lemon
juice. Although it was entertaining and delicious, the cheese was
slightly over-browned and difficult
to remove from its cast-iron dish.

3

Apollon Mediterranean cuisine

The salad arrived next, made
with standard assorted greens, feta
cheese and other vegetables. Two
house-made dressings came on the
side, and both were decent and
even more enjoyable when mixed.
However, Apollon is probably most well known for its
Avgolemono soup, which is made
from egg and lemon. It is simple
yet rich; the tanginess balanced
with the creaminess makes a satisfying flavor.
One of the most popular dishes, among many varieties of lamb,
is the Lamb Tenderloin Mint, which
is prepared in an herb and balsamic reduction. After trying a few
other fantastic dishes on the menu
in my previous visits, it is easy to
see why.
The rich and savory reduction does not obscure the flavor of

the lamb, and the accompanying
vegetables and grain are cooked
to perfection. My only criticism is
that the mint flavor mentioned on
the menu, which is a traditional
compliment to lamb, was not quite
noticeable.
The dessert that my guest and
I shared was a simple chocolate
mousse cake that was well prepared and enjoyed, but overall an
unremarkable part of the meal. I
recommend the house-made baklava, a more memorable and authentic dish.
The menu offers two different “tiers” of main entrees, which
all include bread, soup and salad.
The standard $17-24 dinners
are certainly enjoyable and less
expensive, but the Chef’s Featured
Dinners truly showcase Apollon’s
culinary mastery — if you are will-

ing to spend $22-32 per meal.
Traditionally, Greek and
Mediterranean restaurants serve
an unhurried dinner, and Apollon
is no exception. I highly recommend that you allow two hours for
your meal.
I’ve eaten at Apollon with a
time constraint, and rushing the
meal significantly diminishes the
experience. Also, the staff wasn’t
quite accommodating with the
time frame I gave. When you do
have the time, dinner at Apollon is
certainly worth the wait.
Apollon is a perfect place for a
birthday or anniversary, or to take
family members when they come
to visit. The overall experience
allows you to slow down, relax and
enjoy the great company and food
that Apollon provides.

After the bubble bursts: Advice from a Lawrence Alum
Cathy Statz

LU Alumni Association President
____________________________________

My own first day at Lawrence
seems, in some ways, like it was
just yesterday. Truth is, 20 years
have passed since my freshman
year, which has given me plenty
of opportunity to reflect on my
Lawrence experience. As an alumna, I look back on my years at LU
with a combination of satisfaction
for having made the right choice
in attending Lawrence, and regret
for not having taken advantage of
every single opportunity I could.
Hindsight is 20/20, after all. So
here are a few gentle suggestions
from someone who wishes every
good thing on those lucky enough
to have their entire Lawrence
career before them, shiny and new.
1) Remember: Your business
here is to learn. These words
from Richard Warch, president of
Lawrence University during my
student years, were spoken every

fall to incoming students. The
message was clear: You will have
life-changing, challenging, meaningful experiences here — in and
out of the classroom — but your
primary activity should be learning. And this is a great place to
do that.
2) Get to know the faculty and
staff. Their business here is to
teach and to serve. Be aware that
they have a lot of faces to remember, so make it a habit to announce
your name every time you see
them, as in, “Hi, it’s Cathy from
your Freshman Studies section”,
whether you run into them at the
Warch Campus Center or stop by
during office hours. This spares
them the awkwardness of trying
to place you among the many
students with whom they interact each day until they are able to
address you by name first — which
you’ll find many will do. And thank
them, whenever and wherever you
can. I’m still thanking them, 20

years later.
3) Use the library. It is awesome. I know, I know: You have
a tablet or iPhone, but there is no
replacement for the people and
resources there. Stop in and get to
know the place. They have great
programs. Plus, it is a good place
to find a quiet study nook hidden
away from that well-meaning new
friend who keeps distracting you
from your business here — see
Suggestion 1.
4) Go abroad. I almost didn’t
go myself, as a student, but an
alumna overheard me talking
to friends about how I figured I
wouldn’t be able to afford the time
and resources. She said, “I had the
chance to go when I was a student,
and didn’t. I’ve always regretted
it. You NEED to go.” I did. It was
worth it.
5) Get engaged. Not to your significant other, though that could
happen, too; there are plenty of
great relationships that started at

Lawrence. What I mean is, if you’re
a connie, go to a history lecture. If
you’re a bio major, cross College
Ave for a concert — or, better yet,
join a music ensemble. Volunteer
for a community organization —
the sooner you get out and see the
rest of Appleton, the better.
6) And speaking of crossing College Ave, do it safely. Yes,
pedestrians have the right-of-way
and all that. But if you just step
out into the street with no regard
for the distance, speed and quantity of oncoming vehicles, you are
taking a risk. Cars are big. They
need adequate time to stop safely.
And just because one car slows for
you doesn’t mean the car in the
next lane over has seen you. We’d
like you to be around for your own
reunion weekend someday.
Ok, that’s probably enough.
You’ll figure a lot out on your own.
But my last suggestion is this:
7) Know that the alumni of
Lawrence University are here for

you. If you attend Lawrence for
at least a year, once your class
has graduated you automatically
become a member of the Lawrence
University Alumni Association.
Ask the Volunteer and Community
Service Center to help you find an
alum who can be a resource for
your service trip to Costa Rica or
Ghana. Go to the Career Center
to get connected to alumni with
internship and job opportunities
in New York or Appleton.
Check out the Class of 1965
Student Activity Grant to support
a student-led event on campus. Be
aware that alumni contributions
to the Lawrence Fund, large and
small, help cover part of the cost
of your tuition, room and board.
There are thousands of us around
the world, and we are so glad you
have made the decision to come to
Lawrence. Make the very best of
it, and know that now and in the
future, we are here to help.

Meet the staff: Volunteer and Community Service Center Director Kristi Hill
Chelsea Johnson

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Meet Kristi Hill, director of
Volunteer and Community Service
Center programs.
Like most, Hill had done volunteering throughout her school
years, but her passion for community service was intensified
by an experience she had in her
20s. After college, Hill mentored
a 12-year-old girl with “huge”
emotional need and was forever

changed by that relationship.
“I saw what one person can
do for another,” Hill said this lesson, combined with her interest
in working with college students,
made this position at Lawrence a
“dream job,” which she accepted
in 2007.
Given the nature of her work,
Hill’s role is more than just administrative. “I’m a connector of campus and community needs, advocator for the underdog, supporter
of students and storyteller of all
things amazing,” Hill said, strug-

gling to summarize her diverse
roles with students and community. You name it, Hill does it!
Much of Hill’s success in her
work comes from her ruling philosophy of balance and perspective.
“Most people aren’t truly intentional about how they spend their
days,” Hill said. She stressed the
importance of doing only the
things that matter, not the things
one feels obligated or forced to do.
Helping students find this balance is one of the reasons Hill is

so passionate about community
service.
“Serving impacts the volunteer,” Hill said. “It helps create a
healthy and balanced perspective.”
In her free time, Hill finds
inspiration in her 15-month-old
son, Wesley.
“He puts me in perspective
every day,” Hill said.
This year, Hill hopes to continue connecting students with the
community through the VCSC’s
new “pop-up” service.
“We’re going to go to the stu-

dents, wherever they are,” Hill
said. Hill and the rest of the VCSC
will be stopping around campus
to engage students that might not
otherwise connect with the community.
To talk about community service, running a program or anything at all, find Lawrence’s very
own sage on the top floor of the
Raymond House, located between
the library and Kohler Hall.

ChronicLU: Support and Advocacy for students affected by chronic disease
Tammy Tran

Features Editor
____________________________________

ChronicLU was recognized as
an official student organization at
Lawrence University last year.
ChronicLU is a support and
advocacy group made up of students who are affected by chronic
diseases. This includes students
who have or know someone with a
chronic disease.
The idea for ChronicLU came
from Renee Kargleder and her
involvement in the Young People

For Project social progression program. Her experiences with the
program led her to realize that the
Lawrence community is affected
by chronic diseases and can benefit from a support system.
“I understand that a lot of
chronic diseases have a lot to
do with stress and not having
the necessary resources,” shared
Kargleder. “This group can offer
these resources, and having that
foundation is essential for people.”
ChronicLU is structured so that
members serve as advocates for
each other, as well the Lawrence

community. Together, the group
strives to vocalize their shared
interest in chronic diseases better through a wide range of mediums, including advocacy, counseling and dance.
“We want to cultivate that
space where people can support
each other, be advocates for each,
and be a resource to each other,”
said co-founder Nicholas Perez.
“It’s a space that didn’t exist
before, for people to be themselves
in their adversaries. ”
Kargleder and Perez agree
that a chronic disease does not

need to be hidden. Rather, it can
be expressed, which is the tone
that ChronicLU works toward setting. Currently, the group is in the
midst of building its foundation in
order to ensure both sustainable
and long-term future services.
Said Perez, “With everything
that Lawrence has invested in wellness this year, we want to work
with that wave of growth within
wellness at Lawrence. We want to
be a part of that change in that
sector and want ChronicLU to grow
along with it in that direction. Why
not grow together?”

“Bring yourself! We want people to know this is a space that is
open and where you can be completely yourself. It’s a space that
is confidential and a space we
are starting, but we want other
people to have a huge part in
how that space is cultivated," said
Kargleder.
Ultimately, ChronicLU is a
community and student-based
group. Input and opinions regarding ChronicLU meetings or events
are more than welcome.
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Snail mail: The best kind of mail
Kaye Herranen

Opinions and Editorials Editor
____________________________________

Does anyone else have that
one friend who will never answer
the phone, yet will give you an
immediate response via text? Not
to diss technology, but sometimes
a good ole phone call just does the
job. I feel like our generation is
forgetting how to use our phones
for anything other than texting,
or Smartphone apps. I realized
over the summer that I hate calling places to make appointments,
or calling people I don’t know very
well. It feels so unnatural. I almost
don’t even know what to say.
Yet, when I was a child, I would
easily answer a phone call from
a stranger and take various messages for my parents. I had no
problem calling my relatives, even
if I didn’t see them that often.
I had long phone conversations
with friends that I had just seen
at school.
Now, I only have long phone
conversations with people who are
far away — friends who live miles
away, or family that lives out of
state. Even phone conversations
with my own brother are occasionally awkward.
Sometimes it can be difficult

Crosswalk

continued from page 1

PHOTO
POLL

felt, was not a viable approach
to improving the safety of
pedestrians.”
In order to prevent the congestion caused by the current
crosswalks and construction
of a new crosswalk, Director
of Research Administration
William Skinner and Beck are
conducting a safety study with
the help of several Lawrence
students.
The study, beginning in the
upcoming weeks, will explore
how long it takes drivers to
slow down once a pedestrian
enters the crosswalk at various
times of day and in different
weather conditions. This portion of the study will continue until the summer of 2011
when the new safety features
will be installed.
In-roadway warning lights
will be installed on both of
the current crosswalks. When
a pedestrian enters the crosswalk, the lights will be tripped
and begin flashing. Lights such

to make plans with a friend via
text or to give directions. Yet we
do it anyways — when our phones
actually have this handy “phone”
function, which would alleviate the
whole problem.
Our generation has forgotten
how to use the telephone.
We’ve also forgotten the art of
sending mail. We all love receiving
mail, yet hardly send it ourselves.
Sending a piece of mail shows so
much more thought and effort
than just sending a text, or even
an email.
I used to have to write out
numerous “Thank You” cards
after my birthday and Christmas.
My family used to send out a
yearly update letter to family and
friends. We used to get Christmas
cards. We used to have pen pals in
school, and I’d write to my friends
while I was away at summer camp.
Now, the United States Post
Office is literally going bankrupt.
Hardly anyone sends hand-written
letters or cards anymore — which
is a shame. Whenever I do get
mail, it completely makes my day.
A thoughtful card or letter can
mean so much, and is such a kind
gesture.
Last week I randomly decided
to send a postcard to my Aunt

as these have been shown to
be effective in alerting drivers to individuals crossing the
streets, particularly at night.
In addition, the current
signs marking the crosswalks
will be replaced with signs
equipped with amber lights
that will also flash when pedestrians enter the crosswalk.
Should the study demonstrate that these new crosswalk features improve the
pedestrian safety to a level
deemed acceptable to the city
of Appleton, the crosswalks
will remain as they are currently.
Skinner and Beck stressed
safe pedestrian etiquette as
well, encouraging students to
look both ways before crossing streets and to cross in
groups. They noted the campus’ large number of out of
state students who may not
be familiar with Wisconsin
driving culture. Skinner noted
that “many people, particularly new students, aren’t aware
of Wisconsin state law with
regard to crosswalks. [Drivers]
don’t need to yield until you

Nancy. She called as soon as she
got it, and seemed so surprised,
so genuinely happy. She said it
meant a lot that I was thinking of
her. It took me all of five minutes
to write the postcard, and cost me
44 cents to mail it. Yet it meant so
much to her.
I know texting and emailing are
usually more practical than phone
calls and letters. But I really believe
that mail and phone calls are still
important. Sometimes it is just
nice to hear a loved one’s voice, or
to see their handwriting.
Texts and emails get deleted
quickly, but you can always save
meaningful cards or letters. Phone
calls might require more of your
attention span, but they are also
more personal. Phone calls and
mail may be old-fashioned and
impractical, but they hold more
meaning.
When was the last time you
sent your best friend a card, just
because you were thinking of
them? When was the last time you
talked for more than ten minutes
on the phone with a relative?
Most of us can keep tabs
on our friends and relatives via
Facebook — but creeping online
is no exchange for real communication.

enter the crosswalk [and] it’s
illegal for a vehicle to overtake
a stopped or yielded [vehicle]
in the other lane.”
The Class of 2015 received
information regarding crosswalk safety at the start of the
term, and there will be repeated efforts throughout the
school year to educate campus. Said Beck, “We’re hoping
to change the pedestrian culture on campus so that everyone is aware of the proper
behavior while crossing.”
Skinner and Beck are
hopeful that these new initiatives will begin a discussion
of proper crosswalk etiquette.
They encourage any students
with information that may be
useful to the study — such
as stories about encounters
with drivers or opinions on the
issue of crosswalk safety — to
contact them.

Photo poll by
Tara Atkinson

WHOSE
IDEAS
ARE YOU
DIGGING
RIGHT NOW
AND WHY?

ARTICLE ONE
Marika Straw

for The Lawrentian
____________________________________

“All human beings are born
free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act
toward one another in a spirit of
brotherhood.”
Does this sound like a human
right to you? Or does it sound
more like a recommendation for
human beings' actions toward each
other? Article 1 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights is
unique in that it functions not as
a proclamation of a human right,
as most other articles do, but as
a theoretical foundation for all of
the rights proclaimed within the
UDHR and a recommendation for
human beings' actions toward one
another.
Article 1 sets the UDHR in
motion with a statement of the
core ideas contained within the
concept of human rights. It states
that all humans are born free:
that we should have the agency
to make our own choices. It states
that humans are born equal — an
idea that most of us would publicly affirm, yet one that we often
ignore in our interactions with others. It brings up the idea of human
dignity, the idea that each human
has the right to have his or her
humanity respected.
Finally, it introduces the concept the whole UDHR is built
around: that human beings, simply by virtue of being human, have
certain rights, certain things they
deserve. The idea of human rights
goes beyond saying that it would
be nice if we could guarantee people things such as free speech or
freedom from discrimination or
equal access to public services.
It demands these things. It
takes the position that saying that
giving people these things would
be nice is simply not enough.
There are real human needs in
the world. The concept of human
rights demands that these needs
be fulfilled. Human rights defenders will not settle for anything
less. This struggle to fulfill human
rights, to affirm human dignity
and freedom and equality, is what
the UDHR is all about.
When we think of human
rights being upheld or denied, we
often think within a framework of
political action. We think that the
way human rights are upheld is
by human rights activists pressur-

ing governments to improve their
country's human rights conditions.
But this is not the only way to
improve human rights conditions.
Article 1 is also unique because
it gives a recommendation not for
the actions of governments, as
most of the other articles implicitly do, but for the actions of all
human beings — including you
and me. According to the UDHR,
we can affirm human rights not
only by pressuring governments,
but also by acting “toward one
another in a spirit of brotherhood.” The UDHR does not simply
state that we can do this, but that
we should do this.
I want to step back for
a moment and ask a question:
Coming from the U.N., which created the UDHR, how much authority does or should this recommendation hold? The answer to the
first part of the question is: none.
As a declaration — as opposed to,
say, a treaty or a convention — the
UDHR is not, and was not intended
to be legally binding. The answer
to the second part of the question
is up to all of us, as individuals, to
decide for ourselves.
Many people in the U.S. would
be quick to dismiss the U.N. or
anything related to the U.N. as a
joke, as the U.N. is arguably unable
to enforce its recommendations
in practice. These people would
perhaps be quick to dismiss the
UDHR as pointless. Yet the UDHR
is the most translated document in
the world, and principles from the
UDHR have been incorporated into
the constitution of nearly every
new government since the UDHR's
creation. How is this?
I would posit that the reason the UDHR holds so much
weight is precisely because it was
never meant to be legally binding.
Instead, it was meant to inspire.
People all around the world have
taken the UDHR seriously not
because of its origins in the UN,
but because of the power and hope
contained within its ideas. Should
we “act toward one another in
a spirit of brotherhood?” Is this
an idea powerful enough to be
worth supporting? It is up to you
to decide.

“Professor Skran on Sierra
Leone.”
-Erica Asbell

“Gene Biringer, because he’s
a music theory wizard.”
-Alex York

“I always love Ben Folds.
He’s honest.”
-Conor Sexton
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More than A Little Something Green: Systematic changes
Adam Kranz

Staff Writer
____________________________________

A week ago, Greenfire began
our perennial “Little Something
Green” campaign. Each year,
we cover the campus in helpful reminders to reduce wasteful
resource use, written on paper rescued from recycling bins. “Little
Something Greens” exhort students and staff to habitualize a litany of environmentally conscious
practices — taking shorter showers, using pants instead of paper
towels and drying clothes on racks.
To me, lifestyle choices like
these seem both intuitively right
and morally imperative. When
something like 80 percent of our
electricity comes from burning
coal, there is a very real human
cost associated with every kilowatt
— both in the effects of mountaintop removal coal mining on people
and rivers, and in the effects of climate change on everyone including non-human persons.
Yet you won't be surprised

if I tell you that just using a drying rack isn't going to save the
world. What about more substantial changes, like eating mostly
local food?
The violence that the industrial
food system perpetrates against
our ecological commonwealth as
well as against its own workers
and against small farmers should
compel us to abandon it. However,
it seems naïve to believe that buying local and organic will stop
companies like Monsanto from
poisoning the earth.
I consider groups like SLUG,
the Magpie and ECO some of the
most important organizations on
campus because they have begun
to lay the groundwork for a better
society. SLUG, the campus garden,
offers us a way to work towards
local, just and sustainable food
production.
The Magpie — our campus
thrift store — prevents waste by
redistributing clothing to the students who can best make use of
them. ECO shows students the way
to a beneficial, rather than destruc-

tive, human presence in the land
by offering opportunities to pull
noxious invasive plants.
The point I am making here is
not that we shouldn't reduce our
resource consumption, or abstain
from unjust systems, or build sustainable, just alternatives. These
things are right and important.
Instead, I want everyone to realize that we shouldn't expect more
from these actions than they can
deliver.
The abstention of a few thousand liberal arts college students
won't deter industrial civilization
from its race to render the planet
unlivable. And while building an
alternative system answers a keen
need, it isn't going to work on its
own. We must simultaneously dismantle the old system.
We can take advantage of our
privilege and absolve ourselves of
the guilt of supporting the system,
but our responsibility does not end
here. The resources available to us
at Lawrence enable us to do more
than just put ourselves on a pedestal of sustainability: They enable

us to organize and fight for the
rights of others, to fight industrial
civilization and save some of the
things we love.
As Derrick Jensen puts it, “the
role of an activist is not to navigate
systems of oppressive power with
as much integrity as possible, but
rather to confront and take down
those systems.”
Fighting the system means several things. First and absolutely
most importantly, it means resisting the industrial ecocide perpetrated all around the world every
day — whether that takes the
form of civil disobedience like the
Tar Sands Action I participated
in in Washington D.C., or direct
action to stop logging, mining and
other abuses. This kind of action
includes the campaigns I will be
helping to coordinate throughout the year with Greenfire and
Amnesty International.
Fighting the system means
building a community to provide
moral and material support for
front line activists. It means building new, just, alternative systems:

for food production, for education,
for trade and economics and in art
and culture.
The movement to save our
planet, our home and our kin —
including human kin as well as our
more distantly related cousins —
needs activists of all different skill
sets and predilections. More than
anything, it needs to agree that we
must maintain a livable planet at
all costs, that if we fail in this then
our legacy in anything else will
be irrelevant. As such, we need to
support each other as we move forward in using any and all means to
achieve that end.
I am audacious enough to
hope that the movement that has
emerged around the Tar Sands
Action represents such a consensus, a readiness to move forward
in mutual support. And I am ready
to do whatever I can, whatever it
takes, to make that happen. Jensen
again: “Some people may be willing to give up on life on this planet
without resisting. I’m not one of
them.”

Too much exposure? The GRE: A booming business
Daniel Perret-Goluboff

Staff Writer
____________________________________

I like nudity as much as the
next guy. Actually, I think I probably like nudity much more than the
next guy. All of that aside, however, I find myself somewhat unable
to sympathize with the plight of
San Francisco’s nudists.
Before going on any further,
it may be worth noting that I
was not even aware of the situation pertaining to San Francisco’s
nudists until earlier this week. As
many of you may have known,
San Francisco does not currently
have any laws that prohibit individual citizens from being naked
in public.
This in and of itself is not a
problem, but it certainly has the
potential to act as a catalyst for
one. This is the situation that the
citizens of the 13th-most-populous city in America find themselves in this week.
A new law proposed by Scott
Weiner, a city supervisor from the
Bay area, would alter the current
laissez-faire legal attitudes regarding nudity in several ways.
The most noteworthy change
of this law is that nudity would no
longer be permitted in restaurants
throughout the city. The new law
would also require nudists to set
down some sort of cloth barrier
— a towel, sheet, etc. — before sit-

ting down on public benches or in
public venues.
I believe that Mr. Weiner’s
intentions are good, but I feel like
he may have created more problems than he has solved with his
attempt at introducing this new
law. Weiner’s presentation of a
proposed law against public nudity only draws attention to the
absence of such a law now. As
could have been predicted, the
past week has shown a spike in
public nudity and protests by nudists in the Bay area.
Nudists throughout San
Francisco have been reported as
stating that they feel as though Mr.
Weiner’s proposed law is unnecessary and that proper ‘nudist etiquette’ — e.g., putting down a
towel when sitting on a public seat
— is already practiced without the
mandate of this new law.
Many seem to hold this viewpoint, but despite my love for
nudity, I find it hard to accept their
argument against Mr. Weiner’s proposal. Restaurant-goers contributing to the local economy should
not have to worry about the potential spread of illness from their
seat that may have been previously occupied by a nudist. Families
should not have to worry about
their young children being exposed
to the mature adult body before

See Nudist policy on page 7

Alan Duff

Staff Writer
____________________________________

There’s a business for everything in the United States. This
phenomenon can be observed
everywhere from love and marriage to dieting pills and fitness
programs. If someone wants to
do anything, chances are there is
a business there to facilitate our
needs, or in some cases, obstruct.
This model has never been more
apparent than at the nation’s colleges
From the second students plan
on entering college they are forced
into a system that promotes standardized testing. Entering college, most students have to pay
hundreds of dollars to take the
ACT, SAT, and maybe a few subject tests. Sometimes all three are
required for a single application,
and one can only ask why?
For students who plan to complete a master’s, Ph.D., or other
graduate program, the horror of
standardized tests is far from over
if they wish to enter a competitive graduate school. Tests like the
Graduate Record Examination, Law
School Admission Test or Medical
College Admission Test still lurk
in the future eager to take a hefty
sum out of any student’s wallet
and test to see if they really are
“ready” for graduate school.

“Dane Richeson’s philosophy:
Never take a shit before a performance because you never
know what you’ll have to pull
out of your ass.”
-Alec Robinov

“The idea of saving people’s
lives through donating
blood and platelettes.”
-Olivia Quintanilla

A whole business has evolved
around standardized tests in colleges that companies are eager to
cash in on. So while any of these
exams alone wouldn’t cost much,
tests takers have ensured that the
preparation for most of these tests
is both necessary and expensive
in order to ensure success. For
tests like the LSAT, the initial test
is $132. Add the price of study
guides, which cost in some cases
$100 or more, and then on top
of that a student’s score will be
sent to only one law school for
free. Any additional score reports
would cost $16 per law school.
Fortunately, the GRE doesn’t
have such ridiculous overall prices,
with tests costing $160. According
to the GRE website, “about 675,000
prospective graduate and business school applicants from 230
countries/regions take the test.”
Consequently, most of their test
preparation guides are free online
or only five dollars.
The purpose of these tests is
supposedly to create a standardized predictive measurement for
a student’s success in its specific
graduate program. However, the
GRE isn’t really that predicative of
any student’s success in a graduate program, with a relatively low
success rate at predicting how well
a student will do in their program.
Really, the only thing the GRE is

“Easy E… he’s all about just
living life.”
-Eric Smedsrud

“Dexi, our cat, for showing
us the path of compassion
and love.”
-Professors Chang and
Wegehaupt

good at is telling schools how good
an individual student is at taking
the GRE.
In response to this move, some
graduate programs have claimed
they don’t use the GRE as the primary means of deciding whether
or not a student will be admitted
— so why even have the test? If it
doesn’t measure success, costs the
student and isn’t really looked at
in the application process, what is
the point? Other programs claim
that an individual’s score weighs
heavily in their admission process
and I feel sorry for students that
apply to such programs.
It all comes down to profits.
As long as test makers offer a
slice of the profits to the graduate programs, I’m sure the tests
will continue. Why we have an
education system that encourages standardized tests with scores
based solely on how much money
a person spends on preparation is
depressing.
But hey, as Newton once said,
“For every action there is an equal
and opposite reaction” — and so
for every action an American takes
there is an equal and profitable
capitalist business venture.

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions piece
except for the staff editorial, which represents a
majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit
their own opinions using
the parameters outlined in
the masthead.
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Women’s tennis performs well at ITA Regionals
Beth Larsen

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Beth Larson, Jenni Roesch,
Gayatri
Malhotra,
Christina
Schaupp and Hannah Geoffrey,
the top five representatives from
the Lawrence University women’s
tennis team, traveled to Gustavus
Adolphus College last weekend
to compete in the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association Regional
Championships, a national qualifying tournament in which the
top competitors from across the
Midwest come to compete for a
place in the National Tournament
in March.
The Vikings had a great performance against a number of competitive teams, with three of the
five women winning their first singles rounds. Senior captain Larson
won her first two Friday matches
vs. St. Catherine’s (7-5, 6-3) and
Coe College (6-0, 6-1), earning her
a spot in the championship bracket on Saturday. Junior Roesch and
freshman Schaupp also won their
first singles matches vs. Carthage
and St. Catherine’s, respectively,
but unfortunately lost in the second round and were eliminated
from singles tournament play.
Larson played a tough
third round on Saturday vs.
UW-Whitewater’s Kalla Schaefer,
whose lack of sportsmanship
appalled everyone who attend-

ed the match. Schaefer repeatedly swore and harassed Larson
throughout the match, until Larson
lost (5-7, 3-6), to the disappointment of numerous viewers who
would have rather had class win
over sass. Overall, the Vikings had
four successful singles wins in the
first two days and competed well
against intense competition.
The two doubles teams also
had a successful weekend. The
Larson/Roesch duo won their
first match against St. Mary’s
College (8-6). They lost in the second round against Whitewater’s
Schaefer and Alexandra Baylliss
(4-8), but held themselves gracefully in spite of Schaefer’s violent
outbursts. Freshmen Geoffrey and
Schaupp lost in the first round of
doubles play, but came back with
a win in the second round to take
a spot in the consolation bracket
play on Saturday. They lost during
the third round vs. UW-Lacrosse,
but as Malhotra stated, “We are
proud that our freshmen doubles
team made it to the second day of
doubles play, which is difficult for
any team to accomplish.”
When asked to comment on
the Viking Women’s Tennis overall experience at the ITAs, Larson
replied, “It was the best we have
ever performed as a group at ITAs.
It’s exciting that we can bring more
people who can play at such high
levels and gain further experience

Standings
School
Conf Overall
Football
Monmouth
St. Norbert
Carroll
Illinois College
Ripon
Grinnell
Beloit
Lawrence
Lake Forest
Knox

for The Lawrentian
____________________________________

It feels good to accomplish
a goal. And that’s exactly what
the Men’s Cross Country team did
last Saturday at the Roy Griak
Invitational in St. Paul, Minnesota.
For the first time this season, the
2010 Midwest Conference runnerup Vikings got a chance to race
the team that edged them out last
year, Grinnell. So, naturally, their
goal was to avenge last year’s loss.
The team did just that. Placing
12th out of a 32-team field and
three spots ahead of Grinnell,
Lawrence finished ahead of their
Midwest Conference competition.
“The team ran probably our
best race of the year thus far,”
commented junior standout Sam
Stevens. “We really responded
well to the challenge.” Stevens,
who along with teammates Curran
Carlile and Kyle Dockery lead the
slow starting race for the first
2000 meters, lost a little bit of
steam in the final kilometers but
still managed to finish 17th overall in a time of 26:13. Carlile, a
sophomore from Portland, Oregon,

dropped over a minute off his previous week’s time and finished
48th in 26:51. As with last week’s
race, the freshmen made a huge
impact. Dockery crossed the line
74th overall in a time of 27:16,
and Pat Mangan was right behind
him in 78th with a time of 27:21.
Sophomore Jamie Brisbois rounded out the scoring for the Vikings
in 94th place with a time of 27:42.
The women’s team continued to improve with another solid
race. Every runner in the top seven
improved over her previous week’s
time. Senior Emily Muhs continued
to show her grit and determination, as she was tripped and fell
down in the middle of the race but
got back up and finished in 46th
place with a time of 24:17, her best
of the season. Freshman Maggie
Mahaffa blazed to a personal best
with her time of 26:12. Sophomore
Anna Ratliff and senior Rosie
Graber worked together to finish a second apart in 26:38 and
26:39 respectively. Graber, returning from a year spent abroad, was
missed by the team last year and is
running well again for the Vikings.
Three other Lawrence runners

Men’s soccer defeats Grinell
Jenny Angeli

for The Lawrentian
____________________________________

The Lawrence University
men’s soccer team began conference play last weekend as they
took on Grinnell College. Defender
Joe Cullen and midfielder Colin
Potts returned to the starting
lineup for Saturday’s game. The
Vikings played their ‘A’ game, easily connecting passes to one another and getting the ball up the field.
The Vikings clearly dominated the

first half of the game, and junior
David Caprile noted, “The first
half of Saturday’s game was the
best half we have played all year so
far.” Despite playing excellent soccer, the first half ended scoreless.
Eager to have the score reflect
their prowess on the field, the
Vikings attacked hard from the
moment the second half whistle
blew. In the 72nd minute, junior
Simon Newsom sent a cross into
the box. The ball deflected off
the opposing keeper’s hands, and
senior Karl Mayer easily put the
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playing more competitive teams.”
Malhotra also noted, “As a team
we got to know each other on a different level and were able to bond
over a really fun weekend.”

We should be very proud of
our ladies, who not only performed
well but also were great examples
of sportsmanship throughout the
tournament.

Lawrence edges Grinnell at Roy Griak Invitational
Alex York
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paced each other to a strong race.
Juniors Cathy Kaye and Amanda
Dwyer and senior Amelia Sancilio
all finished within four places of
each other with times of 28:12,
28:34, and 28:39 respectively.
Both on and off the course, the
team enjoyed their stay in the Twin
Cities for the Griak Invite. Many
of the athletes live near where the
meet was held. Whether it was the
homemade pasta dinner prepared
by the families of some of the run-

ners on Friday night, or just getting to see familiar faces during
the race, it was a fun weekend for
the teams, which may have helped
their success. Sophomore Kevin
Fitzgerald commented, “We have
such a tight-knit group, and it really adds to our success as a team.”
The Vikings have this weekend
off, but come back the following
weekend with their home meet, the
Gene Davis Invitational, hosted at
the Reid Golf Course at 10:00 a.m.

ball in the net, giving the Vikings
the lead. When asked about how
it felt to score the first goal of the
game, Mayer said, “It felt great
scoring the goal, but the credit
goes to the whole team. I was
merely in the right place to tap
it in.” With 30 seconds left in
the game, the Grinnell Pioneers
attacked down the field and scored
on the Vikings, sending the game
into overtime.
‘Golden goal’ overtime, where
the first team to score wins, determined the winner of the match.
Despite feeling exhausted after
over 90 minutes of play, Lawrence
refused to go down without a

fight. The first half of overtime
ended scoreless, but with only fifteen minutes left in the game,
the pressure was on to determine a winner. Sophomore Charlie
Mann scored the winning goal for
Lawrence off a corner kick from
Cameron Pieper. The goal ended
the game, and the Vikings celebrated their first conference win.
“It's important starting our conference campaign off with a win,
and it was especially satisfying
winning against Grinnell, since I
had not beaten them before in my
Lawrence career” Mayer said. The
Viking’s next game is October 1st
at 12:30 vs. Carroll College.

Statistics are courtesy of
www.lawrence.edu and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
September 22, 2011.
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Top 5 albums of 2011, so far
Tom Pilcher

Editor-in-Chief
____________________________________

It’s not the end of the year
yet, but with the glut of great new
releases out already, September is
as good a time as any to figure out
what has been getting played most.
Undoubtedly my Last.FM will tell
a completely different story, but
sometimes it takes a while to really
understand a record.
At any rate, here are five
albums that have resonated for me
this year, in no particular order.
5. Dawes, “Nothing is Wrong”
With their rootsy, soul-inflected tunes, it’s obvious that this
Los Angeles quartet worships at
the altar of The Band and Jackson
Browne. So it’s perfect that their
newest album “Nothing is Wrong”
features a guest appearance by
Browne himself on the standout track “Fire Away.” Between
Browne’s appearance and backing
The Band’s Robbie Robertson on a
rare tour this summer, Dawes seem
to be catching the attention of the
right people. “Nothing is Wrong”
picks up right where 2009’s “North
Hills” left off, incorporating some
new song structures and instrumental flourishes. Three-part harmonies abound, and after only a
few tunes, it’s immediately clear
that these Californians know how
to play with each other live. They
may not be pushing the envelope
like the Animal Collectives of the
world, but Dawes sure knows how
to write a fine, classic song.

4. Fucked Up, “David Comes to
Life”
I’ve wanted to like Fucked
Up for a long time; this Toronto
sextet has been yelling, flailing
and releasing an ungodly number of singles, 7 inches and full
length albums for 10 years now.
Something just never clicked until
now. With 2008’s “The Chemistry
of Common Life” and this year’s
monstrous sorta-rock opera “David

Comes to Life,” this crew has finally thrashed their way out of the
punk ghetto and into more mainstream circles. Frontman Damian
Abraham’s hearty yowl is the centerpiece of Fucked Up’s sound, but
the other five — three guitars, bass
and drums — weave a dense wall
of sound behind him. Spanning
18 tracks, “David Comes to Life”
draws from punk, hardcore, indie
pop and rock, noise and just about
everything in between. Just try
to resist the punch of “Queen of
Hearts,” the second track.

3. Wye Oak, “Civilian”
Not to toot our own horn, but
this Baltimore duo played campus
earlier this year in April, on the
release tour for “Civilian.” Though
their third album might not quite
capture the awesomely loud guitar
tones Jenn Wasner harnesses live,
“Civilian” is one of their strongest efforts to date. With Wasner’s
smoky vocals and Andy Stack’s
creative playing on drums and keyboard, these slow-burners tread
the lines between loud and soft,
dense and subtle with ease.

2. Booker T. Jones, “The Road
from Memphis”
Even if you don’t recognize his
name, you probably know Booker
T. Jones’ playing: This certifiedsoul-legend was the Hammond B3
organist and bandleader of Booker
T. and the M.G.’s, a Memphis quar-

LUCC Business has begun!
General Council will have its
first meeting for the 2011-2012
year on Monday, October 3rd,
at 4:30 PM, in the Mead Witter
Room of the Warch Campus
Center
For LUCC news and information, please visit the new and improved
LUCC website at http://www.wix.com/communitycouncil/lucc

tet which acted as the house band
for Stax Records artists like Otis
Redding and The Staples Singers
in the 1960s. “The Road from
Memphis” finds Jones back in the
director’s seat, this time with the
terminally hip Ahmir “Questlove”
Thompson on drums and an array
of vocalists ranging from Lou Reed
to Matt Berninger of The National
singing a song or two. The disc
features original compositions
by Jones and some well-chosen
covers, including an instrumental, organ-led version of Gnarls
Barkley’s mega-hit “Crazy.” Check
this disc out, if only for the sultry duet between Berninger and
Sharon Jones (of Sharon Jones
& the Dap Kings), “Representing
Memphis.”

1. Middle Brother, “Middle
Brother”
This entry almost feels like
cheating. Middle Brother is composed of brothers Taylor and
Griffin Goldsmith of Dawes, Matt
Vasquez of The Delta Spirit, and
John McCauley of Deer Tick, and
it features songwriting contributions from the three lead singers.
This self-titled album was born
out of a quick-and-dirty recording session with the four of them,
but the results couldn’t be better.
Taylor’s voice is the soulful, earnest one, perfectly balanced by
McCauley’s impudent snarl and
Vasquez’s reedy tenor. The dynamic of three lead singers makes for
an interesting one, as the three
trade-off lead and backing vocal
duties over the album’s 12 songs.
“Middle Brother” features more
playful tunes — “Me Me Me” and
the ‘50s-aping “Someday” — than
Dawes’ new record, but there are
some great sparse slow jams on
here as well.
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New house on the block
Justin Jones

Arts & Entertainment Editor
____________________________________

The big yellow house at the
corner of Washington and Union,
formerly known as Meditation
House, is home to a new, vibrant
group of students. Now called
Artistic Expression House or simply Art House, the building has
been rededicated as an accessible space for making and displaying visual art. Though the house
has been fairly quiet without its
founder Cindy Yetman on campus,
according to RLM Steph Courtney,
things are slowly starting to pick
up.
“Basically, the idea is to make
art accessible to everyone on campus,” said Courtney. Last year, she
and Yetman realized how many
students were interested in the
visual arts but did not have the
opportunity to take classes in
Wriston Art Center. Students who
are not enrolled in art classes are
not allowed to use Wriston's equipment or facilities — that is where
Art House comes in.
To support these students’
efforts, the group plans to have a
weekly studio time, during which
all students are invited to make
use of the house's growing list of
art supplies and to meet and collaborate with their artistic peers.
Residents also plan to give demos
on various techniques and processes to help inspire what they
hope will be a growing community of student artists. Somewhere
down the road, Art House may
also be home to a dark room, a
vital resource for film photographers without access to Wriston's
facilities.
To further support artistic development on campus, the
house is also starting a small gal-

Nudist policy
continued from page 5

they are ready.
Nudity is a beautiful
thing, but there is a time and
a place for that form of selfexpression. Perhaps the solution to this problem lies not
in new legislation but rather
in the reaching of a general
understanding between nudists and clothed people.
I agree that the average

lery to display the work of a different student artist every few weeks.
Resident Will Mihill hopes the gallery will be “a comfortable space
for students to get their work out
there.” However, the specifics of
the gallery are still tentative, and
students may have to wait a few
weeks before the house is ready to
hang and display their work.
In the meantime, students are
invited to bring a few pieces to
the house, meet with residents
for discussion and receive some
constructive criticism. These informal conversations will continue
throughout the year, and Courtney
hopes they will help to make the
house an important part of artistic
life on campus.
Furthermore, though the house
revolves around visual art, Yetman
and Courtney hope to include
musicians, writers and other nonvisual artists in house events as
well. “We've been playing with
the idea of having an open mic
night during studio hours,” said
Courtney. “We don't want to be
exclusive.”
Though they sound like a serious bunch, Art House residents
definitely know how to have a
good time. They have plans to host
“one big party a term,” according
to Courtney, each of which will be
art-themed and feature live music
from campus or local bands.
With Yetman returning to campus next term and a great deal
already planned for this one, Art
House seems to be on its way to
making a significant impact on
how art is made on campus. If all
goes as planned, that big yellow
house on the corner will soon be
home to a thriving community of
student artists.

citizens of San Francisco
need to respect the chosen
lifestyle of their nude-counterparts, but it is important
to recognize that conventional values should also be
respected — especially in situations like this where public health is concerned. At
this point in time I suppose
I can write this off as something I simply don’t have to
deal with; it’s far too cold in
Wisconsin for nudism.
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What’s on your iPod?
Addy Goldberg ‘14

1. Melt-Banana, “Cat in Red”
I love this band, despite and
perhaps because of the piercing,
pretty much non-melodic singing of their frontwoman, Yasuko
Onuki. She’s backed by the strangest guitarist out there — yes, I
said it, and I dare you to prove me
wrong — Ichirou Agata. Inspiring,
terrifying stuff. If you're not convinced by the recording — which is
probably the case — do yourself a
favor, and catch them live.
2. Hella, “1-800-Ghost Dance”
I call this stuff nerve-rock.
Hella becomes your fidgety nervous system for a little while, if
you'll let them. These guys write
weird music. I recommend their
“Acoustics” album mostly, because

you can hear everything going on
so very clearly, and it kind of
works as a “Best Of” album in
itself. Their new album, “Tripper,”
is also amazing. Don't shave to
this.
3. Gogol Bordello, “When the
Trickster Stars A-Poking (Bordello
Kind of Guy)”
The opening track to what I
consider the quintessential Gogol
album is just ridiculous, slurry,
mustachioed fun. The accordion
solo will make you see double.
4. Tortoise, “The Suspension
Bridge At Iguazú Falls”
This here is one of my favorite songs of all time. Proves that
music can tap into your brain like

nothing else.
5. Ghosts and Vodka, “It's All
About Right Then”
I consider Precious Blood one
of the great, lost albums of our
time, and this is a great representative track off that record.
It's all so sincere and articulate,
and what's more is that I've rarely
heard a tighter band than these
guys. I've been reading books to
this album for years.
6. Shane Perlowin, “Owls”
Love this. Album is “The
Vacancy in Every Verse.” I want to
be him.
7. Tera Melos, “Melody 7”
Favorite band, favorite track,

Columnist
____________________________________

Dear Jacob,
Have you ever studied abroad?
And would it be worth my time to
do so?
-Crimson Baron
The short answer to that question is no. But you didn’t come
here for a short answer, now did
you?
I never had the time or funds
to study abroad. There was always
some interesting class that I would
wish to enroll in every term. Or,
more likely, they were classes I had
forgotten that I needed to complete my gen. ed. requirements.
I’m not saying that you
shouldn’t study abroad. You’ll
probably learn more from your
experiences away from this campus than you’d think. Lawrence’s
academics serve as a nice starting point for your journey into
the world of learning, but you still
need to pierce the bubble eventually and learn how to interact with
reality.
As I said, I’ve never actually
studied abroad, but one time I
went on a two-week tour with a
band I was in with old high school
friends. Not even close to a fair
comparison, but I’ll equate this
to studying abroad for the sake
of this article. Traveling the U.S.
makes it seem like an entire series
of foreign countries if you know
where to go. What follows is a list
of various lessons that I learned
in those two weeks that I would
not have learned if I had stayed
on campus.
1. Never agree to be paid in
hookah. It may seem like a good
idea at the time, but you will soon
realize that hookah will not be
accepted as legal tender at any gas
station.
2. Be wary when dealing with
smooth talking Cajun men. They
will use their quick talking abilities and incomprehensible accents
to trick you into buying things you
had no intention of purchasing.
You may enter his store with the
intention of buying some gumbo
but you will leave with a porcelain
elephant and a bottle of unexpected lemonade.

3. Know what you’re getting
into when you accept an invitation
to sleep in a stranger’s house. Most
of the time it beats sleeping in a
stuffy van with six sweaty college
students, but there are times when
that claustrophobia-inducing van
seems like a godsend. For instance,
if that house is also a venue, make
sure that your host doesn’t invite
his friends over at 3 a.m. to jam
on the drum set located in the next
room. You will not get any sleep.
4. Don’t listen to the stereotypes. People from New Jersey are
wonderful. They will give you free
pizza and wondrous treats known
as “Tasty Cakes” for no reason
at all.
5. In relation to the New Jersey
issue, do not leave your car to
pump gas. This will lead to incredibly awkward arguments with the
gas station attendants. You may
think of yourself as competent
enough to pump your own gas,
but they will assure you that you
are not.
6. If you agree to drive 9 hours
in one day to get to the next show,
make sure that the compensation
is suitable. If you were promised
a home-cooked meal, pray that it
doesn’t end up being hot dogs and
Hostess treats.
7. When visiting New York or
any other major city, be sure to
pick up a souvenir to commemorate your stay. Instead of getting
something tacky like an “I love NY”
shirt, strive for something unique.
The day before we visited New
York, Michael Jackson had passed
away, so naturally every single
street vendor was selling t-shirts
depicting the prince of pop with
the word “DEAD” scrawled across
the top.
8. Don’t make dead Michael
Jackson jokes in front of people.
They will most likely be fans of his.
9. When your van breaks down
and you are forced to walk to the
nearest hotel, the mechanic on
duty will tell you that it is less than
a mile away. Get a second opinion. It will be five miles away. And
uphill. And 98 degrees outside.
Hopefully you can apply these
rather general lessons to your
daily life. And, as always, feel free
to send your questions my way at
jacob.e.horn@lawrence.edu.
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favorite album. Can't recommend
it highly enough. This defines my
musical outlook, pretty much.
8. Colin Stetson, “Judges”
JP Merz got me into this guy,
and I think he may have even
included a song from this album
on his entry into this column.
But Stetson is here again. This
man is the most sincere, innovative, sweaty musician I can think
of. I saw him live and—literally—
curled up into a ball and wept.
Really actually. Solo bass saxophone plus singing into the thing
plus circular breathing plus micing
the inside of the instrument plus
all sorts of compositional wonder
equals his latest album — “New
History Warfare Vol. 2: Judges.”
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Finding the future in crystal ballers
Daniel Perret-Goluboff

Staff Writer
____________________________________

November 2. That date is circled on my calendar. November
2 is the day that the 2011-2012
NBA regular season is scheduled to
begin. November 2 is not, however,
the day that professional basketball will resume this year. If you
haven’t yet heard about the NBA
lockout, then you’ve either spent
the last few months comatose or
in isolation.
A very basic summary of the
current situation is this: The NBA
team owners and The NBAPA —
the players union — are currently
locked out based on an inability
to reach a collective bargaining
agreement that is acceptable to
both sides.
The last CBA, reached before
game seven of the 2005 NBA finals,
was a six-year contract through
which the players received 57 percent of “basketball related income”
toward potential contractual salaries from league revenue.
This contract, having expired
at the end of last year’s NBA finals,
is now up for renegotiation. The
most recent news out of the meetings between the players’ union
and the team owners is that the
players’ union has conceded that
they would be willing to let that
number fall to 54.3 percent.
There are, of course, other
issues in contention between the
players union and the owners, but
simply writing about the numbers
involved in the collective bargaining agreement and the salary hardcap does not do the game of basketball justice.
If you’re anything like me, at
this point in time you must find
yourself asking — with a heavy
heart, indeed — the question,
“When will there be NBA basketball again?” Fear not, loyal reader,
I have the answer to your question.
In short, the NBA’s collective
bargaining agreement and salary hard-cap situation will not be
resolved in time for the scheduled

November 2 tip-off. This does not
mean, however, that there will not
be an NBA season this year.
It is my firm belief that the
NBA will repeat a part of its history
that last occurred during the 19981999 season. During the fall of
1998, the NBA was locked out for
reasons very similar to those causing the current holdout. Following
what happened during the late
autumn and early winter of that
season, one can make an educated
prediction regarding the future of
this years NBA season.
The lockout will be resolved
in early-mid January through the
players’ union conceding to accept
a percentage of basketball-related
income that could be as low as 52
percent.
Once this agreement is reached
and ratified, the league will need
roughly one month to hold training camp and process all of the
free-agency roster moves that
would have taken place during the
normal duration of the off-season.
This will be followed by the start
of a shortened season beginning in
early-mid February in which each
team will play 50 games prior to
the start of the playoffs.
These predictions, of course,
are based primarily in the notion
that history will repeat itself. These
potential events are very similar to
those that transpired during the
end of the lockout in 1999.
Doubt me if you want, but the
NBA will play a 50-game season
this year. Attendance, television
ratings and general popularity will
see a slight decline and off-season
trades and acquisitions will see
more press than normal in the
absence of actual scores to report.
This is simply how the lockout
will end.
One last prediction: The
Chicago Bulls will go 44-6 in the
regular season and take home the
Larry O’Brien Championship trophy.
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